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How To Use This Interactive Travel Guide:
The Table Of Contents: To effortlessly move from the TOC to the page you want to
view, simply click on the page number: 1
To move back to the TOC, click on the yellow
arrows:
at the bottom of each Page.
YouTube Links: These will take you to a
Google Maps Links: These provide a route
short highlights video, of the sightseeing from a designated location (e.g., a hotel) to a
attraction, in the section you’re looking at:
particular sightseeing attraction:

Information Links: These links take you
Other Links: These take you to ancillary
services such as recommended restaurants, to information sites, such as Wikipedia or
or car and motorbike rental agencies, in the Wiki-voyage, to provide more in-depth info
on a particular subject or location:
location you’re traveling to:

ANCILLARY SERVICES
Travel Links: This takes you to 12GO
Accommodation Links: This takes you to
ASIA, an excellent travel group which pro- the Agoda website to check accommodation
vides a range of options for getting around availability and make bookings:
the region:

It’s Time To Get
Off The Beaten Track
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ANGKOR - GENERAL INFORMATION
ABOUT: The Angkor Archaeological
Park, located in Siem Reap, Cambodia, encompasses a number of impressive Khmer
Temple sites and is perhaps the world’s largest concentration of historical structures,
dating back 1000 years or more. For more
in-depth information, click the link below:

Note: The site of ANGKOR WAT is just
one of the many magnificent structures in
the Angkor Archaeological Park. There are
many other structures surrounding this central feature and while not as big, are no less
impressive in terms of architecture and artwork.
Siem Reap: The nearby city of Siem Reap
provides the tourist infrastructure for the
many tourists and travellers, wanting to see
the magnificent structures of Angkor. The
town centre is approximately 6 km from
entry point to Angkor Archaeological Park.
The majority of visitors will use this as their
base and travel out to the various sites of
Angkor, each day (normally on a rented motorbike or tuk-tuk).

The Bayon
Many Sites: The thing to keep in mind
when planning your trip to Angkor is there ‘s
many sites to occupy your sightseeing hours.
Some, such as the BAYON, are so impressive that you make want to make more than
one visitation.
Allow Enough Time: The mistake many
first time visitors to Angkor make, is not allowing enough time to have an unrushed look
at all the magnificent sites in the park. From
my own experience, a 5 - 7 day stay is sufficient for an excellent sightseeing experience at the Archaeological Park.

Angkor Wat
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SIEM REAP - GETTING THERE
Getting There: There is multiple travel options for getting to the nearby city of
SIEM REAP. This includes air travel, buses,
and minivan transportation. Siem Reap has
an airport and there are many daily flights
from nearby regional centres. There is also
regular bus services for those travelling up
from Phnom Penh. Click the link below to
see your travel options from Bangkok to
Siem Reap:

Khmer Stonework

Click the link below to see your travel
Click the link below for bus service opoptions from HCMC to Siem Reap:
tions from Phnom Penh to Siem Reap:

Down Town Siem Reap
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SIEM REAP - ACCOMMODATION
Accommodation: There are hundreds
of hotel and guesthouse options to suit all
budgetary ranges and tastes. In Siem Reap
there is everything from five star resorts to
one star hostels.
Budget Option: Those looking for cheaper
accommodation, in a centrally located area
of Siem Reap, might consider staying at the
ONEDERZ SIEM REAP HOSTEL. This is a
reasonably priced two star hotel with a roof
top pool. Click the link below for booking
inquiries:

Where to Eat: The primary area where
travellers go to eat and drink, after a tiring day looking at the temples, is the locale
called PUB STREET. This area is just a short
walk from the Onederz and has an amazing
choice of fresh food barbecue restaurants.
Those who enjoy a thirst slaking cold beer

Great Prices

will pleased to know happy hour rates are
just US one dollar for a half pint of draught.
An added bonus of staying at the Onederz
Hostel is it’s only a 270 meter walk to what
is arguably the best western food restaurant and bar in Siem Reap – The JUNGLE
BURGER SPORTS BAR AND BISTRO. Click
the link below for directions:

Bars & Restaurants
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SIEM REAP - GETTING AROUND
Getting Around: For the independent
traveller, wanting to plan their own sightseeing schedule around the temples of Angkor, the best mode of transport is the
rented motorbike. If you’re unable to drive
a motorbike, the next best option is hiring
a tuk-tuk for each outing. The rental rate
for a motor bike is approximately US 12 – 15
dollars per day. Renting a motorbike is the
more cost effective option simply because
you have it for 24 hours and you’ve got the
ability to move around more easily.
A tuk-tuk; is a motorbike with an attached
carriage and although being comfortable, is
the more expensive option. A single outing
with a tuk-tuk, from Siem Reap town centre,
is approximately US 10 dollars and is limited
to just a few hours; normally a morning or
an afternoon’s outing. If you want to do two
outings in a day, it’s going to cost at least
US 20 dollars (or less, depending if you can
negotiate a full day’s rental at a discount).
Note: If plan on hiring a motorbike make
sure you’ve got an international motorbike
license from your home country.
Motorbike Rental: If you’re staying at the
Onederz Hostel a nearby location for rent-

A Standard tuk-tuk

ing motorbikes, at reasonable rates, is the
MOTO RENTAL SHOP; approximately 300
– 400 meters from the hostel. Note: This
rental outlet received some poor reviews on
Google Maps. However, it was simply because
the renters failed to return the motorbikes
on time and were duly charged an extra days
hire. No one to blame except themselves for
being late. Click the link below for directions to the Moto Rental Shop:

The Bat Mobile Tuk-Tuk
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SIEM REAP - BUYING THE ANGKOR PASS
Angkor Pass: Before heading off on your
temple sightseeing trips you’ll first need to
purchase an ANGKOR PASS. This comes
in 1 day, 3 day and 7 day issues and can be
purchased at the Angkor Park Pass Ticket
Counter. Click the link below for directions from the Onederz Hostel:

Prices: As of 2020, Angkor Pass prices
are as follows:
• 1 day pass = US 37 dollars
• 3 day pass = US 62 dollars
• 7 day pass = US 72 dollars
Note: If you purchase the ticket after 5
PM, the pass does not start until the following day. An Angkor Pass purchased before 5
PM will activate on that day. If you purchase
it late in the afternoon you’ll effectively lose
a day of your pass because most of the best
temple sites close at 6.00 PM. Note: The
Angkor Pass can also be bought on-line but
is significantly more expensive.
Late Afternoon Sightseeing: A good spot
for some sunset pics, and a panoramic view

Angkor Pass
Sample

across Angkor Wat, is PHNOM BAKENG
(sunset hill). You’ll need to get there early as
the place is normally packed by 17.30 PM. Be
at the top of the hill by 17.00 PM otherwise
you may need to wait on numbers to leave
before being allowed up onto the temple at
the highest point. Apparently, its 300 maximum allowed up on the structure at any one
time. Click the link below for directions to
Phnom Bakeng:

View From Phnom Bakeng
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ANGKOR WAT SIGHTSEEING
Angkor Wat: Is arguably the most impressive temple site in the Angkor Archaeological Park. However, I would qualify that
by saying the Bayon and the Ta Prohm are
in some ways more interesting. The Angkor
Wat site is also the biggest single temple
complex and is surrounded by a huge outer moat (Barray). The main entry point, to
the inner grounds, is across the sandstone
causeway on the western side of the complex. Click the link below for directions
from the Onederz Hostel:
The Inner Temple

The Inner Grounds: Once inside the outer walls there’s an elevated stone walkway
leading to the inner temple entrance. On the
way you’ll see two large ponds (the north
and south reflection ponds) which attract a
large number of sightseers at around 5 AM
for the sunrise over the inner temple.
Note: There is also some nice reflections
over the two ponds later in the afternoon as
the sun is setting - approximately 5.30 PM

The Inner Temple: The main feature of
Angkor Wat is the inner, central temple. To
access it you need to climb a rather steep
set of stairs. At the top there’s some narrow corridors which run around the internal
perimeter of the structure.
Note: Be aware that this inner sanctum of
the temple closes at 5.00 PM. So you need to
get there by 4.00 PM at the latest, to get
enough time for a decent look at the place.

The Inner Grounds & Southern Pond
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ANGKOR WAT SUNRISE TOUR
Angkor Wat Sunrise: The big ticket item
for most people going to Angkor Wat is the
sunrise over the inner ponds. If you want to
get some good shots you’ll need to be there
by 5.00 AM at the latest to get a front position along the edge of the pond; earlier is
even better. Click the link below for the
correct location for the Angkor Wat Sunrise:

Photography: If you’re a serious photographer (you’ll be using a tripod for time
exposure shots) you’ll want to get there at
4.00 AM for a position along the edge of the
bank, where it drops down to the pond; or
for an even lower perspective, on the sand
which is at the water’s edge. The first time
I went for the dawn and sunrise shots, I got
there at 4.15 AM and there was already a
number of photography groups taking up the
best spots.
Lighting: Don’t forget to take a headlamp
with you for setting up your camera gear in
the dark, as there’s no illumination around

The Eastern Side

the grounds. By 5.30 AM the whole area
around the southern Pond will be completely packed out and if you leave your position,
someone else will quickly move into it.
The Eastern Side: Once the sun’s up and
the crowd starts dispersing, an excellent
place for some morning light photography
(before 9 AM) is the eastern side of the
structure. It’s only a 300 meter walk from
the northern pond. After getting a few
shots there, you can go straight into the inner temple area before the crowd’s arrive.

Dawn at Angkor Wat
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ANGKOR THOM - COMBINATION TOUR
Angkor Thom: This is the largest
multi-temple complex at the Angkor Archaeological Park. Where it differs from Angkor
Wat is having a number of significant temple
sites within its extensive perimeter walls.
There is five entry gates into this complex; the primary one being the South gate.
Within its walls is the magnificent BAYON,
THE BAPHUON TEMPLE, THE TERRANCE
OF ELEPHANTS, and THE PHIMEANAKAS.
There are a number of additional smaller
sites within the grounds but the above-mentioned are the most impressive. Note: The
only site which has set viewing hours is the
BAYON, which opens at 7.30 AM and closes
at 6.00 PM.
The Combination Tour: This is a good
idea if you want to see four different
sites, within the Angkor Thom Complex, and
aren’t pushed for time. The tour starts at
the TERRACE OF ELEPHANTS, then goes to
THE PHIMEANAKAS (just a few meters behind the Terrace of Elephants), before continuing on to the BAPHUON and finally, THE
BAYON. Note: to see all these sites proper-

Start Point

ly allow at least four hours and start earlier
in the day to beat the heat. It’s probably a
good idea to start the by 8 AM. Although
there’s plenty of shade from surrounding
trees at the Phimeanakas and Baphuon, the
final stop on this tour – the Bayon – is fully
exposed to the sun. Click the link below for
directions to the Terrace of Elephants:

The Bayon - The Final Stop
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THE TERRACE OF ELEPHANTS (ANGKOR THOM)
The Terrace of Elephants: Is located 300
meters to the north of the Bayon and runs
parallel to the central road. The construction is approximately 400 meters long and is
easily accessible from the main road running
through the Angkor Thom Complex. In fact
one of the best thing about this site, when
it comes to sightseeing, is that there’s no
restriction on viewing times. Go in the early
morning when then crowds haven’t arrived
and it’s still cool.
History: The site was built by King Jayavarman 7th as a viewing platform and as
such, has a central stairway to its upper
level. Most sightseers will walk the entire
length, as a matter of interest, but the most
compelling viewing is the ornate artwork
at the northern and southern ends of the
structure.
Elephant Carvings: While the walls at
both ends have a good amount of ornate
carving and artwork, the main features of
the site are the elephant carvings which protrude from the extended viewing platforms.
On the very end of the section is three life-

Elephant Motifs

size stone carvings of Elephant heads and
trunks. This was possibly the location where
the king would take up position to review his
armies after returning from battles in the
region.
Moving to the Phimeanakas: The next
stop after the Terrace Elephants is the
PHIMEANAKAS. Click the link below for
directions:

The Terrace of Elephants
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THE PHIMEANAKAS (ANGKOR THOM)
The Phimeanakas: This is a smaller pyramid styled construction, directly behind the
Terrace of Elephants. To get there, take the
trail at the northern end of Terrace of Elephants (it runs between this structure and
the TERRACE OF THE LEPER KING. The
trail winds through heavy tree growth so you
won’t see the Phimeanakas until you get near
it. This structure, and the BAPHUON, tend
to get missed by the majority of sightseers,
so you may find you’re there alone.
Ascending the Structure: This is entirely possible as there’s a stairway up to the
top platform, on each side of the structure.
However, if you’re considering making the
ascent, due care is advised as many of the
steps are eroded and slipping is a definite
possibility.
At the Top: Once you arrive at the top
you’ll have a nice view of the surrounding
landscape. You’ll also see quite a few large
stone blocks, from the perimeter wall, lying
about on the platform. At the centre of the
top platform is another structure (a Hindu
temple) which also has a stairway to the top.
For those confident in their climbing skills,

At the top
an ascent to the top of the temple will provide even better views of the surrounding
area. Note: If you’re at this site in the monsoon season, don’t be surprised to see deep
pools of water around the base of the structure.
Moving to the Baphuon: The next stop
after the Phimeanakas is the BAPHUON.
Click the link below for directions:

The Phimeanakas
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THE BAPHUON (ANGKOR THOM)
The Baphuon: This is a large temple
structure, built in the mid-11th century. It
is a three-tiered temple mountain built as
the state temple of King Udayadityavarman
II and dedicated to the Hindu God Shiva. It
is the archetype of the Baphuon style with
intricate carvings covering every available
surface. The temple adjoins the southern
enclosure of the royal palace and measures
120 meters east-west by 100 meters northsouth at its base and stands 34 meters tall.
Click the link below for more in-depth
info:

Getting there: The Baphuon is situated approximately 600 meters to the south
of the Phimeanakas site. There’s a trail
through the surrounding forest, from the
Phimeanakas. As you approach the Baphuon
there’s an outer perimeter wall to pass
through, by-way of a small entry gate.
Entering the Site: Once through the
perimeter gate, the first thing you’ll see is
a very large wall at the base of the struc-

Entry Gate
ture. The main structure is inside this surrounding wall. The only gateway through the
wall is at the southern end. Although eroded,
the size of the internal temple is seriously
impressive and, according to Wikipedia, in
its original form, it was a good deal larger.
Moving on to the Bayon: The BAYON is
the last stop on this suggested tour of the
Angkor Thom site. Click the link below for
directions from the Baphuon:

The Baphuon
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THE BAYON (ANGKOR THOM)
The Bayon: Considered as one of the big
three at the Angkor Archaeological Park,
the Bayon certainly has its own unique and
distinct architecture created by the labyrinth of four faced stupas on the upper gallery. According to Wikipedia the Bayon was
constructed during the reign of Jayavarman
the 7th and there is a striking similarity between his own face, and that of the smiling
faces of the structure. Click the link below
for directions to the Bayon:
A Smiling Face
All Seeing God: Another theory regarding the four faced stupa’s is it’s a representation of an all seeing god (seeing in all
directions) looking out from the centre of
the universe. Click the link below for more
in-depth info about the Bayon:

the site first opens (0730 AM) to beat the
tour group hordes, which generally arrive at
around 0830 AM. You have no more than an
hour in the softer morning light before the
flow of bodies through the labyrinth makes
it a waste of time trying to get good shots.
For some nice afternoon shots be at the site
at 3 PM as the sun will fully illuminate the
Photography: If you want to get some western side. You can avoid the crowds by
good pictures there’s a couple of things to staying outside and using a tripod and a teleconsider. The first is if you decide to go photo lens.
in the morning you need to be there when

The Upper Level of the Bayon
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THE GATES (ANGKOR THOM)
South Gate: Is the most used entrance
into the Angkor Thom complex. It also a
popular sightseeing attraction in its own
right, particularly in the late afternoon and
at sunset. The bridge across the moat has a
line of large heads on each side which add to
the beauty of the site. This is a nice place
to get some sunset shots. For those who are
interested, there’s also the option of taking
a joy-ride on an elephant. The South Gate
is a good spot to get some shade and a cold
drink after sightseeing within the Angkor
Thom Complex.
Note: In years past it was possible to
climb up to the top of the wall (from the
inner side) to get a closer look at the heads
of South Gate. This practice has now been
stopped; there are signs prohibiting ascents
to the top of the wall.
Gate of The Dead: Also known as the
EAST GATE, the Gate Of The Dead is the
least visited of all the gates at the Angkor
Thom site. This is probably due to it being
at the end of a dead end dirt track. Unlike
the other gates, there’s no continuing road.

South Gate
Once you pass through, the terrain drops
away to a creek. Photo opportunities are limited due to the gate being in shade, from
the thick surrounding foliage, for most of
the day. The site is worth a visit if you want
a bit of peace and quiet away from the tourist hordes clambering over all the other Angkor Thom sites. Click the link below for
directions:

The Gate of The Dead
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SRA SRANG SUNRISE TOUR
Sra Srang Sunrise Tour: This is a multisite tour which takes in three sites (which
are uncrowded and don’t have set viewing
times). Start with a sunrise viewing over
SRA SRANG Barray, then move onto the
VICTORY GATE (along the eastern wall of
Angkor Thom). After the Victory Gate, head
straight into the Angkor Thom Complex to
check out the TERRACE OF ELEPHANTS.
Srah Srang: The Srah Srang Lake and
viewpoint is an alternate sunrise location
for those who don’t wish to mix it with the
crowds at the Angkor Wat sunrise pond.
While it probably isn’t as impressive as the
more renowned Angkor Wat sunrise, it’s still
a great spectacle with colourful reflections
over the lake. Try to get to the sunrise viewpoint by around 5.15 AM to see the dawn
colours as the sun approaches the horizon.
This is an off the beaten track location (no
hordes of noisy tour groups) and well worth
the effort if you want to avoid crowds. Click
the link below for directions:

Sra Srang Sunrise

Victory Gate: Situated on the eastern
boundary wall of Angkor Thom this is one of
the less visited sites. Having visited all of
the gates at Angkor Thom I can say reliably
that only this gate and the South Gate are
viable photography options. This is because
the approach bridges to both gates are not
enshrouded by tree growth. Click the link
below for directions from Sra Srang:

The Victory Gate
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PRE RUP SUNRISE TOUR
Pre Rup Sunrise Tour: This is a multisite tour which takes in two excellent sites:
PRE RUP TEMPLE and THE TA PRHOM.
Note: The Ta Phrom site is one of the big
three and accordingly, has set visiting hours
– 07.30 AM to 18.00 PM.
Pre Rup: This is one of the temple sites
which could possibly considered being off
the beaten track. Probably because it’s on
the outskirts of the Angkor Archaeological
Park and most either don’t have time for it
or it’s too far to travel. This site is an excellent sunrise location due to the small numbers visiting, the beauty of the surrounding
jungle, and the colours of the stonework as
the sun comes over the horizon. There is
a quiet serenity about this site which you
may not find at most of the other more wellknown sites. If you can organise it, take a
flask of tea of coffee with you. Then sit
back and enjoy the moment at the sun comes
up. Click the link below for directions:

At the Top
Climb to the Top: An added bonus of taking in a sunrise at Pre Rup is you can climb the
stairs to the upper platform, and get a nice
view of the surrounding countryside. There
is six towers protruding vertically from the
upper platform, and a number lion sentinels
looking out over the landscape. Click the link
below to get from Pre Rup to Ta Prohm:

Pre Rup Temple
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TA PROHM SIGHTSEEING
Ta Prohm: This site is one of the most
interesting due to the entangled tree roots
among the ruins. It’s also a bit further away
than Angkor Wat and Angkor Thom so to get
there at opening time (0730) you’ll need to
allow more travel time. Particularly if your
hotel is in the center of Siem Reap township. Ideally it’s good to arrive at around
7 AM and have breakfast at the JUNGLE
RESTAURANT a few meters from the eastern entrance. Click the link below for directions to the Jungle Restaurant:

Hidden Gems
Doing the tour: Once the gates open,
you’ll only have an hour of peaceful sightseeing before the tour groups begin arriving. To checkout some of the lesser known
attractions within the temple, hire one of
the security people (who also double as very
knowledgeable guides) for USD 3.00. They
will take you off the main route and point
out some hidden gems in the lesser known
nooks and crannies of the site.

Photography: For best photography results go in the morning, before the group
tours arrive, or in the late afternoon. The
group tours have normally departed by 16.00
PM and the less crowded atmosphere offers a better opportunity for uninterrupted
shooting. In the late afternoon the sun casts
a golden hue over many of the tree trunks
and roots growing among the stonework.

Entangled Tree Roots
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BANTAEY SREI SIGHTSEEING
Bantaey Srei: This is a small site with
ornate, red coloured stonework, located 37
kilometres from Siem Reap Township. If you
travel out in a tuk-tuk or motorbike, be prepared for a run time of an hour each way.
Due to the distance this also tends to be
an afternoon site so, once again, buck the
trend and go early in the morning.
Note: If you travel by Charles DE Gaulle
and NR 67, you’ll go right past the PRE RUP
TEMPLE site. If you start early you can
watch the sunrise at Pre Rup and then continue on to Bantaey Srei. Click the link below for directions:

Red Sandstone: According to Wikipedia,
the red sandstone used in the construction
of the Bantaey Srei Temple comes from
the Khorat Plateau, in Thailand. The buildings are miniature in scale, unusually so when
measured by the standards of Angkorian
construction. These factors have made the
temple extremely popular with tourists, and
have led to its being widely praised as a
“precious gem”, or the “jewel of Khmer art.

Red Sandstone

Ornate Artwork

Bantaey Srei Temple
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BENG MEALAEA (REMOTE TEMPLE SITE)
About: According to Wikipedia Beng
Mealea’s Khmer name means “lotus pond.” It
is a temple in the Angkor Wat period; located 40 km east of the main group of temples
at Angkor, Cambodia, on the ancient royal
highway to Preah Khan Kompong Svay. Click
the link below for more in-depth info:

Getting to BENG MELEA: Being only
62 km from Siem Reap, a visit to the Beng
Mealea site can easily be done as a half day
outing. From Siem Reap, travel down national highway # 6 until reaching the provincial
town of DAMDEK. Turn LEFT at the T-Junction of hwy # 64, then continue on to the
Beng Mealea site. Click the link below for
directions from Onederz Hostel to Beng
Mealea:

Entry Fees: As of January 2020 the entry fees for admission to the Bang Mealea
Site, are included in the Angkor Park Pass.

Khmer Architecture: After a number of
visits to the Khmer historical sites of Siem
Reap and greater Cambodia, I eventually
picked up on the construction layouts; all of
them were situated to astronomical alignment.
The Eastern Gate: The main entry point
for all sites is the eastern gate of the outer perimeter wall. This was always aligned
to the Northern hemisphere equinox (21st
March & 21st September) when the length
of daylight hours equaled the length of darkness. On that day the sun would rise directly
in line to the doorway of the gate. All other
gates, and perimeter walls, were set from
that astronomical alignment (to the cardinal
points of the compass).
Surrounding Moats: Water was a big
deal to the Khmer’s and fully encompassing
moats, such as the one at Angkor Wat, surrounded the entire temple sites. There were
also inner moats which fully encompassed an
inner perimeter wall. At the Beng Mealea
site, this was no exception; the remnants of
a large stone bridge spans a space which was
once an internal moat.

Bridge Over The Internal Moat
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BENG MEALEA (REMOTE TEMPLE SITE)
Khmer Ruins: When you arrive at the eastern gate (of Beng Mealea) it’s not hard to figure
access will be difficult. Much of the site looks
as though a bomb has gone off; there’s jumbled masses of stonework everywhere. To make
access a bit easier, the park staff have put a
boarded walkway in place which snakes through
the piles of sandstone blocks.
Note: using a local guide is highly recommended as they are invaluable for small details and
information which, if you wanted to do it alone,
you would miss out on completely. The guide fee
of US 3 Dollars is a bargain as most of them
also speak reasonable English. My guide, being
Head Removed
aware that I was keen on getting some good
photo’s, made a point of doing detours off the
walkway to look at stuff that was less accessi- outer perimeter wall. As we were about to
ble.
round a corner the guide indicated he had

Guided Tour: The route through the ruins
is quite circuitous and covers just about every accessible point. My guide led me into the
inner sanctum area and pointed out where
the libraries had stood (perhaps knowledge
was the highest attainable aspect of life for
those times?) and we eventually worked outwards to the moat between the inner and

something important for me to see. We
stopped beneath a doorway – cluttered with
more jumbled stone work – and he pointed up
to a stone carving on the arch above. There
was a depression at the top of the carving,
where a head was once was attached. Apparently the Khmer Rouge it chipped off,
decades earlier, to sell on the black market.

Piled up blocks at the Eastern Gate
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KOH KER (REMOTE TEMPLE SITE)
About: Koh Ker is South East Asia’s highest
pyramid. According to Wikipedia, King Jayavarman IV initiated the construction of the Koh
Ker complex around the early part of the tenth
Century. The central feature of the site is the
impressive seven-tiered pyramid (prang) which
stands 36 meters high, at the apex, and is 62
meters square at the base. The site includes
the central pyramid of Koh Ker and several outlier smaller temples such as SROT, SALAW, and
BENG Temples. The distance from Siem Reap to
the Koh Ker Temple Complex is approximately
120 km. Travel time is approximately 2 hours.
Click the link below for more in-depth info:

Getting to Koh Ker: If you’re going to Koh
Ker independently (not with an organised tour)
the best mode of travel for the 116 km trip, is
on a motorbike. The hire of a Tuk-tuk is also another travel option but the potholed road would
probably take a good deal longer to negotiate,
than on a motorbike. Click the link below for
directions from Onederz Hostel to the Koh
Ker Site:

Koh Ker East Gate

Hire a Vehicle and Driver: If you’re not on a
budget another option is to hire a vehicle (4x4)
and driver. An additional benefit of hiring a vehicle for the day is you’ll get a driver with reasonably good knowledge of the sites you want to
visit.

Note: A visitation to the site, from Siem
Reap, should be undertaken as a full day
trip as you will also probably want to visit
the BENG MELEA site as well. Entry Fees:
Tickets for Koh Ker ($10 adults, children
under 12 years go free) can be purchased at
the Beng Mealea ticket booth.

First View of Koh Ker Pyramid
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At the Koh Ker site: Like most of the
Khmer temple sites this one has an outer
perimeter wall; inside of which is a moat
surrounding an inner perimeter wall. The
tree growth around the site is thick but as
you move from along the path to the inner
perimeter wall, you’ll catch glimpses of the
pyramid. Once you step the inner perimeter
wall, the impressive pyramid is fully exposed
in the center of a wide, grass covered expanse. There is normally a group of staff/
local guides sitting just inside the gate.
Ascending the Pyramid: According to local protocol (mainly for safety reasons) ascents of the pyramid are prohibited. However, depending on the time of the day you
arrive there and your fitness level, this rule
is negotiable. I arrived just after opening
time and with no other visitors about, the
staff agreed to my request to climb to the
top; for a small donation of US 5 Dollars.
One of the park staff went with me to the
base of the pyramid stairway and explained
the safest way of climbing up. Before starting I could see a wooden stairway was cov-

The seven tiers

ering the steep stone steps of the pyramid
and realised, even though the photos don’t
show it clearly, the climb to the top would
be quite precarious. After a few seconds to
get myself sorted the guide explained the
route I should take. The wooden stairway, in
one section, was unsafe and I would need to
climb up the stonework, for a few meters,
and then re-join the wooden stairway for
the final stretch to the top.

The stairway to the top
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The climb to the top: With the perspiration already dripping off me, in the high
humidity, I set off in earnest. The first obstacle to negotiate, just off ground level,
was a barricade created by a picket fence
with spikes. A few seconds later I was over
that and on my way up the wooden stairway.
The going was steep but not too difficult. At
the top of the first tier the guide shouted
up to me to get off the wooden stairway,
due to the fact there were steps missing,
and climb up the stonework to the top of the
second tier. The traverse here was a good
deal more difficult so I took my time and
negotiated the climb slowly.
A steep climb: A couple of minutes later I was at the top of the second tier and
the guide shouted out that I should go up
the shorter wooden stairway to the right of
the main one then do the final stretch up
the stone steps. The wooden stairway up the
top four tiers had no horizontal slats - just
the handrails to hold on to - as I worked
my way up the precipitous stone work. Once
again I took my time; one false move, or slip,

Steep Ascent

and I’d be rolling all the way to the bottom.
As I climbed up the last few steps I could
only admire whoever it was that had built
the structure; for sure they must’ve been
agile fellows. With the perspiration running
off me I pulled myself up onto the top of
the seventh tier and looked back down the
stairway; it was a long way to the bottom.

A long way to the bottom
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At the top: After getting a couple of
shots of the view back down the stairway
I started to survey the surrounding landscape. Needless to say the view was spectacular with nothing except green canopy,
and fields, all the way to the horizon at the
four points. A sunrise, or sunset, viewed
from the top would be nothing short of remarkable. At the centre of the top level
was a one meter high, three sided, boxed
wall. I looked over into a cavity dropping
away into the bowels of the pyramid. The
locals had made an effort to board it off
but there were still big enough gaps where
an enthusiastic team could work their way
in; perhaps another time. To get even higher
I climbed up onto the wall to get more shots
and appreciate the uninterrupted views to
the horizon. Once again I took the time to
appreciate the serenity of the moment and,
apart from the odd twittering bird, it was
completely silent.
The Garuda: After a few more minutes
spent enjoying the spectacular vistas it was
time to head back down. With the sun mov-

The Garuda
ing overhead the heat was becoming more
intense and I figured it was time to head for
a bit of shade. Before I began my descent
I took a final couple of shots of the Garuda
that was carved into the stone work. Before
climbing up, the guide had told me to look out
for it. The shape of it, although not clearly
recognizable in the photo, bears an uncanny
resemblance to similar bird like effigy’s that
can be seen on the Mayan and Egyptian historical sites

The view from the top
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PREAH KHAN KOMPONG SVAY (REMOTE TEMPLE SITE)
About: The PREAH KHAN KOMPONG
SVAY complex is one of the many remote
temple sites in the PREAH VIHEAR PROVINCE. As with other Khmer historical sites,
such as KOH KER and BENG MELEA it is
enshrouded with jungle growth. According
to Wikipedia it stands as the biggest single Khmer complex ever built. With all the
jungle growth which surrounds and covers
the site, its size can be a bit hard to envisage. But if you include the outlying Barray, and not just the inner temple complex,
the claim that it’s bigger than the Angkor
site can be hard to argue with. According
to my tour guide the PREAH KHAN complex
was built during JAYAVARMAN VII reign
in the tenth century. The site comprises
of the large inner complex of Prasat Preah
Khan Kompong Svay, and a number of smaller outlier temples i.e., KAT KIDEI TEMPLE,
PREAH STUNG TEMPLE, MEBON TEMPLE,
etc. Click the link below for more in-depth
info:

Jungle Covered

Getting there: From SIEM REAP it is
approximately a 100 km trip which will normally go via routes 6, 64, and 62. Route 62
also happens to be the road which takes
you to other Khmer Historical sites in the
area such as KOH KER and BENG MELEA. If
coming from the other direction (from the
south) then the nearest town is KAMPONG
THOM. Click the link below for directions
from Siem Reap:

Preah Khan Kampong Svay
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Doing a Tour From Kampong Thom: The
Khmer historical site of PREAH KHAN
KAMPONG SVAY is 104 Km from the nearby provincial town of KAMPONG THOM (approximately 3 hours travel time. There is no
public transport of any kind Kampong Thom.
Transportation must be with a hired fourwheel drive vehicle or a motorbike. Note:
The price for trip to the Preah Khan site in
a hired four-wheel drive vehicle = US 100
(includes driver). The best place to arrange
Bridge Artwork
a vehicle hire is at the ARUNRAS HOTEL,
Kampong Thom. The staff on the desk speak
reasonable English and can put you in touch
No Facilities: Due to the remoteness of
with a transport provider. Click the link bethis location, there are no restaurants or
low for inquiries at the Arunras Hotel:
toilets. Take own drinking water and snacks.
After paying a park ranger the entry fee you
ARUNRAS HOTEL
can begin your exploration of one of the best
Go Early: The best time for sightseeing Khmer ruins in Cambodia. There is a parkis in the morning. The standard weather pat- ing area one hundred meters or so from the
tern in the area is hot in the morning and initial site entry gate. The track from the
raining in the afternoon. For photography, I parking area leads across a stone bridge
would suggest departing Kampong Thom at with some nice artwork on its sides. Take a
5.00 AM. This will put you on site at about few minutes to check out the 1000-year7.30 – 8.00 AM. Note: There is a US 5 dol- old artwork.
lar entry fee for each person.

The Bridge To The Outer Gate
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Entry gate: Fifty meters or so beyond
the bridge is the outer wall entry gate. If
you’ve visited other Khmer sites you’ll recognise the general layout of the temple site;
approach roads and main entrances are oriented to the east – the rising sun. There is
an outer gate, with another approach road
to the inner walled complex. The walled complex is always surrounded by a moat (Barray)
which, depending on the time of year, may or
may not be filled.
Walk to the inner complex: After passing through the outer entry gate there is
another long walk (approximately 500 metres) across an open flat area to the eastern
gate and main entry point of the inner sanctum. Note: During the rainy season this area
is quite waterlogged with mud and pools of
water. The locals have put narrow planks in
place to cross the wider pools of water but
even so, there’s a high probability of slipping
off these. In that regard, it is well advised
to take footwear which is either waterproof
or you don’t mind getting soaked.

Inner Gate

Outlier Structures: There are a couple
of smaller buildings to each side of the trail
to the eastern gate – KAT TEMPLE and KAT
KIDEI TEMPLE – and one other small one
completely enshrouded by tree growth. As
you approach the inner gate the muddy track
eventually gives way to a raised stone pathway. This is the dedicated path to the entry point of the inner sanctum. Take care as
many of the large stone slabs have collapsed
leaving holes all the way along the path.

The Outer Wall Entry Gate
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The Inner Sanctum: Once inside the inner sanctum what becomes immediately apparent is the state of disrepair of the site.
There is jumbled masses of stone blocks
spread across large areas of the ground inside. None more so than at the centre of
the compound where the main structures, or
temples, were. For some strange reason the
outer walls are mainly intact but the structures are in ruins. As mentioned, I was lucky
enough to be able to visit the site with no
one else about. My driver/guide pointed out
a few things of note and then left me to my
own devices. Due to the fact there were no
park staff around I was able to make the
most of my opportunity and climbed to the
top of the central structures to get some
great overview shots.
Climbing: Just a precautionary warning for
those thinking of climbing up onto the structures. Take your time climbing up. Make sure
of firm hand holds and foot holds before
moving up. Some of the stones although appearing large and solid are balanced precariously and if you apply pressure, the stones
could roll off.

Central Temple

Hindu Artwork

Piles of stone blocks
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Other Sites: After two hours spent exploring the inner sanctum I took my leave
and returned to the vehicle and my waiting
driver. He suggested visiting another temple
further back along the road. MEBON TEMPLE is one of the smaller temple sites within
the Preah Khan complex. It’s situated 2 km
back down the road from the Kampong Svay
entrance, and sits next to the large Barray.
Mebon Temple Location: The temple is
approximately a 500 meter walk from the
road. It is a small site but is in a very picturesque setting and some of the stone artwork
on the temple walls is impressive. It’s worth
30 minutes to an hour of your time to have
a look. Note: Be prepared to get muddy and
wet if visiting in the rainy season as there
are plenty of muddy pools to walk through
along the track to the site. Click the link
below for directions from the Preah Khan
car park to the Mebon Temple Site:

The Garuda
Summary: A trip to the Khmer ruins of
Preah Khan Kampong Svay is more of an adventure than a tourist jaunt. The site is like
something out of an Indiana Jones movie,
with its jungle covered appearance. The remoteness of the location and the difficulty
of getting there are also factors which add
to its legacy and stop it from being a mainstream tourist destination. It’s definitely
an off the beaten track location but the
grandeur of these ruins in the jungle is well
worth the time and expense of getting to.

Mebon Temple

32

Interactive
Travel Guides

IIt’s

Time To Get Off The Beaten Track

With

Bonus
Locations

• Cambodia
• Laos
For use with
Mobile

• Myanmar
• Thailand

Phones

and Tablets

• Vietnam

With Interactive Links To
Google Maps, YouTube Videos
& Additional Information

www.megaworldasia.com
33

